The DATROWS Newsletter   December 2025 
Chairman’s Report 
Once again it is time for an overview of our activities from the chairman, with contributions from each of the committee members. Overall, we have had a very successful walking programme during the past 6 months with a walk available every Sunday, including some during stormy weather. A huge thank you goes to Jan and Steve for the organisation and of course the walks leaders themselves for volunteering a range of walks; a vital part of our activities. However, a plea for more leaders; “DATROWs needs you.” Also, a gentle reminder we have an Accident Book, but so far it remains empty, long that remain so. Jan holds the Accident Book.
Membership has been around 90 paid up members, thank you Angela, and we have some new members on our walks. An especial welcome to those from East Kent Ramblers who have joined us.
Our social side has again been very active this year, a festive meal at The Anchor in Wingham, the picnic on the lawn and a fascinating tour of Sandwich, by Mike Elmes, visiting various heritage buildings, Roman remains and the Magna Carta, see June’s report for more detail.
Finance – Mike has ensured our insurance costs remain competitive and arranged some sponsorship from Holiday Foundation.  
The Waymarker is now a newsletter sent out online, compiled and edited by Jan. However, we now have the Website thanks to Steve taking on the challenge. Find it under DATROW, Dover and Thanet Rights of Way Society, in your Google search engine.
A big thank you to Angela for arranging our group holiday to Warner’s at Littlecote Manor for 22 people, amazing; enjoyed by all with some good walks organised by Steve, Jan and myself. We found RAF Ramsbury this year!
Thank you, Roger, for informing us of PROW activities, and for organising the annual skittles event which was curtailed due to adverse weather. 
Thanks also to Les, our meetings secretary.
Finally, a big thank you to all our members, who turn up on a Sunday or Saturday in all weathers supporting our walks and activities.
If you have any feedback, please don’t hesitate to contact one of the committee, as in today’s parlance, please tell us “How did we do?”
Keep walking
Jerry 
Treasurer’s Report
That time of year has come around again when members are sked to pay their subscription for the next year i.e. 2026. Membership fee remains the same - £5 covering members in the same household. Preferred payment is by bank transfer. The following are the details you will require: - Name on the account The Dover and Thanet Rights of Way Society. Sort code 23-05-80. Account number 55990786. (Metro Bank). Please advise me by email weston71dover@gmail.com if you have transferred money by this method so I can advise Angela Whelan to update your record. Some members have already paid in advance. If you are uncertain as to whether you have paid or not, Angela, Steve and I have up to date list showing all payments made. Cheques are acceptable as we are not charged for paying them in. Please make certain cheques are made payable to The Dover and Thanet Rights of Way Society. (Metro Bank is hesitant in accepting cheques made out to DATROW Society)
We changed to Metro Bank early this year because our previous bank started charging us a monthly charge plus a charge for each cheque presented or cashed. At the time Metro Bank was not going to charge us any fees. Unfortunately, in the last month we have received notification that we will be charge a monthly fee from December, although cheques etc will not incur a fee. This charge is less than our previous bank was charging us.
Members are once again advised that the Society belongs to the Walking Partnership, supported by Ramblers Worldwide Holidays. They state “To ensure that you benefit from TWP (The Walking Partnership) monies please remind all your members to nominate your walking group’s name whenever they book a holiday with us. As long as the nomination is made before the holiday takes place, then your group will receive payment as per the table below.
	Holiday Type
	Contribution

	UK holidays
	£10 per person booked

	Short haul holidays
	£20 per person booked

	Long haul holidays
	£30 per person booked



 The Walking Partnership paid us £20 from walks taken from May to October. Thanks go to those members mentioning DATROWs. 
DATROWs is also affiliated to HF Holidays and recently we were paid £50 for putting their walking advertisement logo on our June Newsletter.
 Happy Christmas to all, 
Mike 
Membership Secretary’s Report
Hello All!    As the days shorten and the nights draw in I think that it is even more important to meet and walk as we do on a regular basis. I noted that on Sunday we had 26 walkers from Sandwich to Worth and return. That is a pretty good number I think 
 I have also been doing some number crunching regarding our membership list and notice that we continue with pretty steady numbers on the list.  
 We have 86 paid up members of DATROWS.  Those folk who have not paid subs since 2023 I have deleted but interestingly they have been substituted by us enjoying the company of 18 new members   All of them have joined in the last 2 years. 
A word about the holiday in October……..  22 of us had a really good time at Warners Littlecote House.   I think that it all went very well.  I am looking forward to arranging the next one for October 2026.   I hope to put forward some plans for it in the Spring   
All the best to everybody!        
 Angela 
 Social Secretary’s Report﻿ 
NOTE FOR YOUR DIARY:  I have booked our festive meal for Friday 20 February 12 for 12.30 at the Anchor Inn Wingham - menu and price to follow.
This year we have enjoyed a skittles evening in July and a garden party in August.   We continue to have fun with our walks and social events.   Hope to see as many as possible for our festive meal.
Stella  
Walks’ Secretaries’ Report 
Whenever Steve does an end of year summary it always has ‘the figures’, but he asks himself ‘What was my favourite walk this year?’ It’s always a difficult one because there are so many excellent walks that we enjoy. His ‘favourite’ this year was the walk from Selling led by Roy Davis through Perry Wood on one of those golden days of Autumn, when the downland views were clear and the woody smells arising from the mulching but crispy leaves held the changing of the seasons. Jan has two ‘favourite’ – Jane’s annual ‘scrumping’ walk through the orchards near Preston, after the farmers had taken the main crop; and, the walk from Littlebourne through Howletts where the site of elephants never fails to delight. (Thank you, Roger King and the late Gordon Sencicle, for your campaign to keep this footpath open).
The ‘figures’: DATROWS has walked for every Sunday in the year to date. As at the end of November over 750 attendees have been on 56 walks in 32 locations, averaging 16 on leisurely 3-mile walks and 13 on longer standard walks. Thank you to the 19 walk leaders – you make it possible.
Steve & Jan 
PROW Update:  LOCAL RIGHTS OF WAY NEWS from Roger 
Do report problems to KCC Business as usual at KCC PROW Brabourne. The new path clearance contractors did a satisfactory job this summer, greatly aided by the Ramblers White Cliffs “Slashers” volunteers. But staff shortages and increased work on planning applications meant that there was no Cropping Campaign (targeting non-reinstated paths) in summer 2025. So just the usual line to say – do report any problems you encounter to KCC online, to inform their future actions, e.g. the hoped-for summer Cropping Campaign 26, and path clearances, at: https://webapps.kent.gov.uk/countrysideaccesscams/standardmap.aspx.
Updated edition of the OS Explorer Map (scale 1:25,000) for the Dover, Folkestone & Hythe areas (sheet 138)
Published earlier this year, showing all the recent developments, and in particular PROW information which has been updated to 1 August 2024. In the 7 years since the last edition, 50 or so PROW have been subject to major or minor change – amazing! But be aware, the cover photo is unchanged from 2017. So check inside that it’s “Revised Aug 24”. 
Local Development Proposals - major and/or directly affecting footpaths only                                                                             Fortunately, almost all the latest housing proposals have PROW along their boundaries only, not within the site. 
 Firstly, what’s not happening:                                                                                                                                                                     – Proposed housing behind the Three Horseshoes in Great Mongeham, affecting footpaths ED38 (which would cross the site) and ED60 (along its SE boundary) was rejected by the Planning Inspectorate on appeal.                                                                                                                                                            - The large hotel at Betteshanger Country Park has been cancelled, but the surfing lagoon will still go ahead.
Solar Farms etc.
Nonington & Eastry parishes, across 300 acres
The formal application for the “Elvington Solar Farm” (Elvington village is some ½ mile to the south) has been made to Dover DC under planning reference 25/00709. There is plenty of information and maps on the DDC website, but basically a large development is proposed, in four separate but adjoining parcels, in the valley west of the Elvington to Thornton Lane byway. Several PROW will be affected with footpath EE323 actually running between the panels.  

Margate – between Shottendane Road and Manston Road                                                                                                                  Not an area we often walk in, but several PROW form the boundaries of this 100-acre proposal for two adjoining sites east and west of Hengove Farm. Details are lodged with Thanet DC under planning reference 23/1209. 

Ash – Goshall Valley Solar Farm, 200 acres between East Street and (very near to) Richborough Castle  - rejected                                                                                                                 A formal application (reference 23/01363) was actually rejected by Dover DC Planning Committee on 27 November, in spite of officers’ recommended approval. No PROW would be directly affected, but views from a number of nearby paths would be impoverished, it being very conspicuous in a flat landscape, and it would be “too close” to Richborough Castle. Also a temporary access road to facilitate construction would cross footpath EE97, and adjoin footpath EE92A where the Brooke Street track meets Cooper Street Drove. There may of course be an appeal…..
Minster Marshes Electrical Converter station – progress of the formal application submitted by the National Grid
The final stages of the consultation process, which could lead to this part of the Sea Link project being built, took place in November. It might not directly affect any PROW, although diversions/closures are still a possibility, but the proposal would have a major impact on the area and potentially on its wildlife. A converter station 100 feet tall would be built just east of the railway line at Weatherlees, (between Minster and Ebbsfleet), with overhead cabling on pylons some 150 feet high crossing the river, the site covering 22 acres.  Such a large development is decided at national level, so a decision will come from the Planning Inspectorate/Secretary of State: likely date, autumn 2026. 

Path changes likely and confirmed. Lots happening as always – a list (not exhaustive) of recent news :                                                                                                                                                                                             
a. Orders made but not confirmed:   

- St Margaret’s - creation of new footpath EE308  This order would create a 160-yard path running NNE from footpath ER276 (Droveway Gardens) at GR 362 447, along an existing grassy track to footpath ER28 at GR 363 448. This is in the area north of the village Primary School.  

-  Broadstairs TB48 (Dumpton) – small diversion proposed of section in dispute  A couple of years ago, some locals challenged the route of this footpath, which passes through a wooded/scrubby section of land in Dumpton, from Park Avenue at GR 386 667 northwards to Grange Way at GR 386 668. KCC have now discovered that the route of the path was recorded incorrectly, so an order has been made which would move a 150 yard section a little way to the west                                                                                                                                                    
- Newington – new route HE377, upgrading most of footpath HE245 to bridleway status  This slightly complicated proposal would effectively upgrade almost all of footpath HE245, which runs from Peene north-westwards for almost a mile. For most of its length it runs parallel to, and just west of, the track of the old Elham Valley Railway. It would also include: 
(i) the creation of a short new section of bridleway at the Peene end; and                                  
(ii) the creation of another short section just north of Coombe Farm at GR 171 391, along the track which bridges the gap between HE245 and the main Elham Valley Road south of Etchinghill.                                                                                                

- Paddlesworth, Hawkinge and Newington parishes – proposed creation of a new restricted byway (HE378)
An order has been made which will create a new 550 yard restricted byway. This runs from Fishers Lane (east of Paddlesworth village) near to where it is crossed by footpath HE208 and adjacent to the reservoirs at GR 200 395, south-east along an existing track to Elvington Lane, opposite Elvington Farm (just south-west of the Hawkinge built-up area) at GR 202 391.
b.  Orders confirmed   
- Woodnesborough parish – new bridleway (EE504), west of the Woodnesborough village to Nonington road
Just confirmed, this runs two-thirds of a mile south-westwards from the junction of the Eastry-Staple road and Ringlemere Lane at GR 296 567, to the 90 degree bend in Sandwich Road west of Hammill at GR 290 559. 
The northern half of EE504 is already an established track. The route as a whole provides useful potential connections northwards to Coombe Lane, Ash, and Marshborough.

- Sutton footpaths EE422/EE423A – upgraded to bridleway status.                                                                                                         This route runs northwards from Sutton Lane (the lane from Ripple to Beacon Hill) at GR 343 501, up to and over Beacon Hill, and then down again to the road at Little Mongeham (GR 333 509). A route often used on club walks.
- Langdon & St Margaret’s parishes – creation of new restricted byway ER307                                                                              The new route runs from Lucerne Lane in Martin at GR 340 470 for ¾ mile east-south-eastwards, passing under the railway. The problem is that it emerges onto the Dover-Deal A258 at GR 351 467, a little way west of Oxney Bottom. This is a relatively narrow, very busy road with no footways, and it is a long way to the next nearest right of way. Surely few walkers and no horse riders will feel comfortable using this road?

Should you want more details of these changes, or any others in the pipeline, please contact me, Roger King, on 07779 533583, or e-mail roger.rambler89@outlook.com 

Dates for member’s diaries
	Friday 20th February 2026
	Anchor Inn, Wingham
	Festive meal. 12 for 12.30pm

	March 2026 Date (TBC) 
	Woodnesborough village hall
	AGM 2pm






[image: ]Datrows Committee
Chair- Jerry Swallow
Treasurer – Mike Weston
Membership Secretary – Angela Whelan
Social Secretary – Stella Playforth
PROW Officer – Roger King
Walks Secretaries – Steve & Jan Tebbett
Minutes Secretary – Les Oliver 
The next newsletter will be issued in June 2026.  


Please send any items to me by email tebbettj@hotmail.co.uk  
Many thanks, Jan. 
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