The DATROWS Newsletter   June 2026
Chairman’s Report 
 Once again it is time for an overview of our activities, with contributions from each of the committee members. Overall, we have had a very successful walking programme during the past 6 months with a walk available every Sunday, including some during stormy weather and flooding of the Nailbourne. Shorter walks have been the most popular by attendance. A huge thank you goes to Jan and Steve for the organisation and of course the walks leaders themselves for volunteering a range of walks; a vital part of our activities. 
However, there are some gaps in the current programme, being compiled, so please help Steve by volunteering. ( Ed:programme is now complete!) 
Membership has been around 90 paid up members, thank you Angela. 
Our social side has again been active this year, a festive meal at The Anchor in Wigham, we look forward to the picnic on the lawn at Foxtrot, 9th August and the skittles match at Guston, 16th July.  Plus proposed for this year a tour of the cemetery at St Peters, 19th August and another holiday at Eastbourne 19th to 23rd October and a tour of historic Sandwich, tba.
Finance – Mike has ensured our insurance costs remain competitive and arranged some sponsorship from Holiday Foundation.  
Our newsletter, sent out online, is compiled and edited by Jan. However, we now have the Website thanks to Steve taking on the challenge. Find it under DATROW, Dover and Thanet Rights of Way Society, in your Google search engine.
A big thank you to Angela for arranging our group holiday to Eastbourne, we look forward to this new venue. 
Finally, a big thank you to all our members, who turn up on a Sunday in all weathers supporting our walks and activities. If you have any feedback, please don’t hesitate to contact the committee, as in today’s parlance, please tell us “How did we do?”
Keep walking and best wishes.  
Jerry
Treasurer’s Report
For those of you who were unable to attend our face-to-face AGM in March and therefore did not see the Society’s accounts please be informed that your society’s accounts are healthy and at the end of the financial year (28th February) money in the account totaled £3738.05 up £165.93 from last year.
During the year we were sent £50 from HF Holidays for using their logo in our newsletter and £70 from Ramblers Worldwide Holidays, thanks to members going on their holidays and mentioning DATROW. If any member wishes to see the accounts for the end of the financial year February 28th 2026, as presented at the AGM, just email me and I will email you a copy. [weston71dover@gmail .com]
There are still a few members who have not paid this year’s subscription of £5 per family. I would urge anyone who has not yet paid their subscriptions to do so. The easiest way is a bank transfer. Our bank details are:
Account name:	The Dover and Thanet Rights of Way Society.
Sort Code:	23-05-80.
Account No:	55990786   [Metro Bank]
However, Cheques/Cash are still very acceptable. Best wishes to all, Mike Weston, Treasurer.
Membership Secretary’s Report
Hello to all DATROWS walkers!    Once again we have enjoyed some wonderful walks in beautiful East Kent.  The number of members remains very steady at 87. We have lost a few and gained the same number over the last few months. It would be lovely to see some of those who don’t often walk.  Do join us!   
Another holiday has been organised and this time we are going to The Hydro Hotel in Eastbourne. It has been warmly recommended to us by one of our members. The dates are…October 19th-23rd. There are rooms available if you would like to come and have not yet booked.    Just speak to me or call me on 07790957641.
Meanwhile let’s get out there and enjoy the bright summer weather.  See you soon.   All the best. 
 Angela 
 Social Secretary’s Report﻿  
Summer visit to WW2 war graves St Peters: I have arranged for us to have a walk and talk on 19 August at 10am from St Peters Church Broadstairs CT10 2TR this sounds like a very interesting talk lasting about 90 minutes. The cost is £5 cash payable on the day, I just need to now who is coming.  Please e mail to say you are coming I already have some names this is limited to 20 people    stella.playforth@outlook.com
Stella 
Walks’ Secretaries’ Report 
Despite the erratic weather we have walked every Sunday, with our usual cheerful chatting. As at the end of May Leisurely walks have averaged 18 walkers, and standard walks 12. We walked from nineteen different starting points in the area. The most popular walks were Wickhambreaux and St Nicholas-at-Wade. We have enjoyed walks in popular and lovely areas together with walks that are new to us – the walk in Selling led by Roy is a good example.  The chats in a pub or café after the walks are always enjoyable and it’s great to discover somewhere new like the Elham Tea Room.  Our knowledge of pubs and cafes of East Kent has become encyclopaedic! 
A full walking programme for the rest of 2026 is complete and we are very grateful to all walk leaders for volunteering to lead us through the wonderful Kent countryside. 
Steve & Jan 
PROW Update:  LOCAL RIGHTS OF WAY NEWS from Roger King
KCC News – and a reminder to report problems KCC Brabourne reported to the Ramblers earlier this year about their 2025 activity in east Kent. So just a few figures to indicate how busy they are: Enforcement and protection issues investigated and resolved = 1,322 – with two needing more stringent action. 1,000 Km of paths were cleared by the new contractors, but an additional 878 vegetation issues were reported. Stile issues = 218; crop issues = 204; fingerposts installed/repaired = 152; surface issues = 112; bridges repaired or replaced = 79 – and much more. And indicative of the increased development taking place, 82 planning applications affecting rights of way had to be dealt with. In spite of all this, KCC still encourage us to report any problems we encounter, ideally online, to inform their future actions, at https://webapps.kent.gov.uk/countrysideaccesscams/standardmap.aspx
Local Development - news from the last 6 months
- Betteshanger Park – after the furore in January over the closure and reopening of Colliers Gate (the approach from Deal for walkers, cyclists etc), we learnt at the end of April that Quinn was putting the Park up for sale, but few details of what that might mean have emerged since then.
- Aylesham and Snowdown – proposed major housing development between the two villages approved This is outline planning permission for a major development of up to 800 new houses in a 120 acre area bounded by Spinney Lane to the north, Aylesham Road (leading to Snowdown) in the east, and Ackholt Wood to the south-west. Footpath EE296, from Spinney Lane south-westwards, would be routed through the housing itself along a green corridor. Bridleway EE298 and footpath EE300 would however run across an extensive “natural and semi-natural greenspace” in the southern part of the site.
- Northbourne parish – development of Holiday Lodges, south of the Straight Mile, Betteshanger South of the Straight Mile, and east of Northbourne Park School, this sizeable development would involve the erection of some 96 lodges in “parkland” with relevant ancillary buildings and features. Bridleway EE361, which connects with the Straight Mile, would not be significantly affected by additional vehicle movements, as a new access road would be built just to the west. However bridleways EE376 and EE377 would cut right across the northern end of the site from east to west.
- Kingsdown - new housing between Ringwould Road, north of the Recreation Ground, and Glen Road Approval for 64 houses, mostly nearer to the Glen Road end of this land. Bridleway ER21 is directly affected as it will essentially form the western boundary of the housing, but is to be routed on its present line through an open green area. Part of bridleway ER20 is also affected, as it will run along the western edge of the open green area south of ER21. Both bridleway ER21 and footpath ER5 exit onto Ringwould Road at the main access point to the new development.
- Ash – proposed 200-acre Goshall Valley Solar Farm, between East Street and Richborough Castle – appeal lodged. Although rejected by Dover DC Planning Committee last November, a formal appeal has been lodged, to be heard in September. Whilst no PROW would be directly affected, it would be very conspicuous in the flat landscape. Also the temporary road to facilitate construction would cross footpath EE97, and adjoin footpath EE92A.  Path changes likely and confirmed. Lots happening as always – so just news of what’s most likely to affect us
- Good News: Footbridge on Sandwich footpath ES5 has now been rebuilt and the route reopened Footpath ES5, between the town walls and St George’s Road, had been closed since early last year, due to the footbridge being deemed unsafe. However, the £30,000 rebuild has now been completed, and the path is fully open.
a. New proposals:
There have been numerous claims lodged for the creation and upgrading (invariably so that they can be used by horses) of a number of routes, notably in the Poulton Farm area of Hougham, and from Blue Pigeons Farm, Worth, out onto the marshes. But to save space, I will let you know when and if they are approved
-- Deal (Mongeham) ED39 – proposed diversion of footpath around new approved housing. New housing between the A258 Sandwich Road and Mongeham Road (yes, more of it!) was approved a couple of years ago. This proposed diversion would take the footpath a little further west further between the two areas of housing through a “green infrastructure corridor” – probably the best outcome we could have anticipated.
-- Hythe - proposed creation of two new footpaths across Hythe Green. The proposal is for two new paths, both already visible on the ground. One runs north-south and the other north-east to south-west, both being some 200 yards long. Hythe Green is situated just south of the Dymchurch Road (A259) bridge across the Military Canal, on the southern edge of the town centre.
b. Orders confirmed:
-- Worth – temporary diversion of bridleway EE233 to the other side of South Stream, north of the pumping station. 
Due to “works”, KCC has temporarily closed some 750 yards of the definitive line of bridleway EE233. This runs alongside one of the more westerly of the South Stream channels, just to the north of the pumping station. The alternative route is along the eastern bank of one of the more easterly channels in that area. The distance between the two is small, the “new” route should be obvious, and in truth it is often a better walk than the definitive line.
-- Alkham footpath ER150 at Chalksole Green - diversion now confirmed. This short and probably little-used path has now been diverted north-east (instead of running due east as at present) to avoid residential accommodation at The Paddock (GR 253 432). A little extra walking (70 yards) along the quiet Ferne Lane, but stiles on the old route have now been replaced by gates.
-- Eastry - Confirmation of the creation of a new restricted byway (EE499) in Eastry, running from Great Selson Farm north to Drainless Road. Finally confirmed by an Inspector after considering objections and written representations. This is already a well-marked track, connecting Selson Lane, west of Eastry village, with the road from Eastry to Staple.
Should you want more details of these changes, or any others in the pipeline, please contact me, Roger King, on 07779 533583, or e-mail roger.rambler89@outlook.com
Ed: Roger has kindly offered to share his monthly PROW reports with DATROWS, which Steve will put on our website. Thank you Roger & Steve
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